      RUFFORD PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 19th June 2023 held at St. Mary’s Church Hall, Rufford
Present: Cllrs., Cummings, Gordon (Chairman), Pryke, Taylor

Clerk, Kevin EW Newsham 
There were no members of the public.
1328/23   To receive apologies

     Cllr. Pickavance
LCC Cllr. Eddie Pope

Cllr. Jayne Rear
1329/23    To consider and approve the minutes of the Meeting held on Monday 16th May 2023
It was resolved that the Minutes of the Meeting held on 16th May 2023 should be approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.
1330/23        To receive Declaration of Interest
NONE
1331/23 To adjourn the meeting for a period of public discussion.
NONE

1332/23 To consider planning applications as below:

2023/0345/FUL  520 Liverpool Road, Rufford

Replacement of existing roof with a roof pitch to the side elevation. Proposed new roof to include Photovoltaic panels. Extension to the existing dormer on side elevation.

It was resolved by the council to support this application.
2023/0362/FUL  Land adjacent to 478 Liverpool Road Rufford

Change of use from storage of equipment to scaffolding storage yard, including new welfare building, new hardstanding and external works.

It was resolved that the council do not support this application.
2023/0407/FUL  20 Springwood Drive Rufford

Replacement windows and doors.

It was resolved by the council to support this application.
Ongoing planning appeals.

NONE

Ongoing planning

NONE

Planning decision granted
2023/0282/LDP  Rhodes farm Wiggins Lane, Holmeswood

Certificate of lawfulness – proposed detached double garage.

2023/0167/FUL  108 Brick Kiln Lane Rufford

Certificate of lawfulness – proposed freestanding outbuilding in the back garden to be used as a home office.

Planning decisions refused.

NONE

Prior approval planning

NONE
1333/23  To authorise payments of the following accounts:
022689   AJ Gallaghers annual insurance policy                                        £1528.70

022690  Paul Brookfield   park maintenance                                                £191.20


022691  K Newsham Clerk’s salary and expenses                                        £601.80









It was resolved that the above mentioned payments should be approved.
1334/23 Discuss Mere Sands Wood 
The clerk informed the council he had contacted CPRE, Forestry Commission, Natural England and the Environment Agency. Awaiting information from these bodies. The clerk has also provided Lancashire Wildlife Trust with dates for the public meeting. Awaiting reply.
The councillors stated as soon as the date and time is confirmed, the council will carry out a high profile flyer campaign to the public

It was resolved by the council for the clerk to keep them updated.
1335/23  Flood Risk
Flooding on Holmeswood Road again facing Rufford park. Councillors asked the clerk to contact LCC Highways.
The information was noted by the council.
1336/23  Highways 
     West   -  Discuss speeding New Road/Holmeswood Road / A59 and HGVs 

Holmeswood Road – Mere Brow

Cllr Pryke and the clerk have been sending weekly speeding reports to Lancashire Road Safety partnership on car/motorcycle speeding, especially evening times 6pm-10.15pm on Holmeswood Road. 
The council is looking at every possible means to reduce speeding in Rufford & Holmeswood.

It was resolved the council be kept regularly updated on this problem.

    East - Discuss speeding HGVs A59- Parbold
The clerk informed the council that an HGV belonging to Harrisons was having difficulty turning onto White Bridge from Meadow Lane. Cllr Taylor stated HGV advisory signs were in place in Rufford but not at the other end of the road at Parbold. 

The council discussed sending a polite letter to Harrisons Transport asking them to refrain from using Meadow Lane.
It was resolved by the council to be kept updated of these issues especially the constant damage caused by HGVs to the corner of White Bridge at Meadow Lane.
1337/23 Public footpaths   

NONE

1338/23  Village Halls

              Rufford
NONE
Holmeswood

NONE
1339/23 Recreation Grounds 

Cllr Pickavance stated the recent tractor run raised £3,000 with 86 tractors involved.

The council noted the information.

1340/23  Reports from meetings on outside bodies by Clerk and councillors
NONE
1341/23  Village Society/Friends of Rufford Station

NONE

1342/23 To note and approve the clerk’s report.
8th July 2023 7pm St Mary’s Church, Rufford. Brass band concert. Cllr Taylor had tickets for this event.

 The council noted the information.
1343/23   To note police information
Steve Birtles local police community officer has now left the police. PCSOs are now covering Rufford & Holmeswood.
The council noted the information and asked the clerk to keep them updated of the situation.

1344/23      To note the date of the next meeting of the Parish Council Meeting is scheduled for 18th July 2023. 
It is noted that the date of the next meeting as being 18th July 2023.
Chairman closed the meeting  at  8.30 pm
_______________________
Chairman’s signature and date
